
LRT rolls into Bloomington
New alternatives for workers and residents

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

After nearly two years, construction on the Hiawatha Light Rail has 
reached the end of the line. Phase II was completed on December 4 when the
Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport and the line’s last stop, the Mall of
America, came on board.

The expansion covers four miles and five stations including three light rail stops
in Bloomington: Bloomington Central Station, the focal point of McGough’s 43-acre,
$700 million mixed-use development; 28th Avenue Station, the site of a 600 vehicle
park-and-ride facility; and the Mall of America. See map.

For more information, visit www.metrotransit.org
or call 612-373-3333.

Get to know the trains
Light rail is...

Mitigating airport noise
A quality of life issue

It is an economic benefit and convenience to Bloomington residents to have
the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport as a neighbor. But along with the
benefits of retaining the airport at its current location come other impacts including
airport noise.

As part of the airport’s expansion, a new runway is scheduled to open in fall
2005. When the runway is operational, increased airport noise will impact some
properties in Bloomington. The City Council and the City of Bloomington are
advocating for full insulation of homes most affected by airport noise.

In November, the Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) approved a
proposal to significantly reduce its commitment to noise abatement measures. MAC
will submit its noise insulation update to the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA). The document describes MAC’s intent for providing noise mitigation
measures in Bloomington. In communications with the FAA, the City of
Bloomington strongly objected to MAC’s proposal to not fully insulate homes in the
DNL 60 to 64 dB contours. See orange-colored area of the map.

For more information, call Carolyn Lane at 952-563-8948.

Trains in operation
make safety your priority

The following tips will help you
live safely with light rail.

Motorists
• Obey traffic signals.
• Never try to beat the gate arms
at any light-rail crossing.
• Stop behind the white safety
lines at gated crossings.

Pedestrians
• Cross tracks only at marked
crosswalks and obey walk signs.
* Never trespass on other sections
of the tracks.

Public
transportation

Along with the
arrival of light rail,
expanded bus service

and route changes are providing
more travel options for those who
live or work in Bloomington. Two
new bus routes run east and west
along American Boulevard from the
Mall of America to Normandale Lake
Office Park, 8400 Normandale Lake
Boulevard. Buses stop at major
employer sites along the route.
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Residential noise
mitigation 
proposed by MAC
This map shows different
levels of noise mitigation
for residential property in
Bloomington. The DNL
measurements shown are
for the year 2007. MAC
does not propose to offer
any noise mitigation in
areas outside the 60 dB
contours.

Measuring noise
DNL represents the average noise level over a 24-hour period with a 

10 decibel (dB) penalty added to noise events occurring between 10 p.m. and 
7  a.m. This average does not represent the sound level heard at the time an
aircraft is flying overhead.
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Fast. Trains travel up to 35 mph in Bloomington, often only a few

minutes apart. It takes the length of two football fields for a train to stop.

Trains travel in both directions, on side-by-side tracks, so one train can

block your view of another.Quiet. Unlike a

freight train, you might

not hear a light-rail train

approaching. Listen for

horns and warning bells. Look

both ways before crossing the

tracks. White headlights show a

train coming toward you. Red

taillights mean a train is moving

away from you.

New. Many are curious

about the new trains, but

tracks are not a place to explore. Do

not trespass on tracks because

powerful switches can move at any

time. Stay away from high-voltage

overhead wires.
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